
 

 

 

 

December 2025 

Advent begins our Liturgical year.  It is a time of great anticipation and preparation.  More 

than 2000 years ago we were blessed with the gift of Jesus Christ and He continues to be the 

most valuable gift we will ever receive.  He is a gift for which we need to prepare.  In the 

coming weeks we need to make a special effort with our children to direct them in the ways of 

selfless giving; not only to each other, but to the Lord, Himself.  Our preparedness should 

focus first and foremost on our spirituality.  Do not let the material ‘things’ in life cloud your 

way through a meaningful Advent Season. 

 

   

 Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

On December 8th, Catholics celebrate the Immaculate Conception.  It is our understanding that 

Mary was uniquely blessed by God because of her role as “God-bearer”.  She alone remained 

free of every personal sin.  At Mass we acknowledge her resounding “yes” to God’s invitation, 

and we celebrate God’s graciousness to her and us.  She is a disciple of Christ and a member of 

the Church.  Please join us for Mass on Monday, at 9:30, at Immaculate Conception Church. 



Advent Penance Service    

Our Catholic students will be attending an Advent Penance Service where they will have an 

opportunity to make their confessions.  This is a beautiful experience and a great way to prepare 

for the coming of Jesus.  We thank the many priests who will be here to provide this sacrament. 

   Advent/Christmas Program 

In order to help in your preparations for the coming of Christ, our children will present to you an 

Advent/Christmas Program on Sunday, December 14th, at 4:00 p.m., in the gymnasium.  At a 

time when there is much to do, it is important to take time out to hear the voices of our young 

children singing about what is to come as we prepare.  It is a way to encourage the spirituality of 

the Advent Season.  Please have your children there no sooner than 3:30 and no later than 3:50.  

This is also our Dairy Queen Day.  Any purchases made between 3:00 and 7:00 will provide for 

us a percentage of their sales.  You must tell them you are there for Conn-Area Catholic School.   

 

St. Nicholas Day 

Our students are busy decorating stockings and putting notes in them to give to St. Nicholas.  

The notes will contain a message of what each child intends to do to prepare for the coming of 

Jesus.  They will leave their stockings out on December 5th since St. Nicholas Day is December 

6.  We hope he stops in over the weekend!   

   Advent Angel Tree    
It has been a long tradition that we do a collection of baby items during the Advent Season.  

Within this packet you will find a list of what we are asking each grade to donate.  All donations 

will be given to Alternatives Laurel Highlands Pregnancy Support Center which helps needy 

families get started with their little ones.  When your child brings in a donation, they can stop in 

the office to get an angel to hang on the tree.  Please know how grateful we are for your 

donations to this organization and for teaching your children the importance of giving of 

themselves to help those in need. 



   Stocking Stuffers 

Santa Claus has requested we give him some dress down passes to distribute to 

good little girls and boys attending Conn-Area Catholic School.  For more details 

on this, please see the enclosed flyer.   

Christmas Parties    

Our homeroom parents are busy planning the children’s Christmas parties.  The preschoolers will 

celebrate their Christmas party on Monday, December 15.  Students who do not normally attend 

PK on Mondays are invited to be here from 8:00 to 11:15.  Mrs. Spotts will provide the details 

for this event.  The kindergarten through sixth grades will have their party on Friday, December 

19.  This will be a dress down day and an 11:15 early dismissal. 

   Las Posadas 

Our older Spanish classes started a tradition a few years ago of conducting a Las Posadas.  This 

is a religious festival where the students re-enact the journey that Mary and Joseph took from 

Nazareth to Bethlehem, seeking a place to stay where the baby Jesus would be born.  A group of 

students go into certain classrooms while other groups of students sing a Spanish song, asking if 

they have a place they can stay.  Those within the ‘homes’ respond in song that there is no room.  

The entire ‘prayer’ is done in the dark with candle luminaries glowing in the hallway.  It is so 

very beautiful.  Thank you to Mrs. Schnorr for bringing this tradition to our school.  

 



   Disney Beauty and the Beast, Jr.    

Our Performing Arts Club is off and running with rehearsals three times a week.  Mark your 

calendar for Saturday, February 14th at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, February 15th at 2:00 p.m.  The 

production will be held at the Edwin S. Porter Theatre in the Connellsville Community Center.  

There is free admission, however, we ask that you bring a canned food item to be donated to 

those less fortunate.   

   Pride in Connellsville Area Contest 

Poster Contest winners are:  First place – Kit Witt Hess, Second place – Aleeah Richter, Third 

place – Selma Al-Fakih, Honorable Mentions – Adelyn Bell and Ty Pushkis, Special Merits – 

Westin Ghrist and Owen Morgan.  For the Poetry portion:  First place – Kinley Himes, Second 

place – Andilyn Pushkis, Third place – Nathaniel Porter.  They were recognized and received 

their awards at a ceremony held at the Connellsville Presbyterian Church on November 12.  

Congratulations to all.  Special thank you to Mrs. Schnorr for orchestrating this project and to 

Mrs. Mullaney and the Connellsville Historical Society for sponsoring the contest each year. 

   The St. Christopher Donors 

Thank you to Tom and Charlotte Korba and an anonymous donor for their donation to our church 

bus fund.  You are a blessing. 

 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas! 

 


