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When | was a child, | would watch The Ten Commandments on television every year. |
remember always being confused at the part where Moses heads up the mountain and
all those who were just brought out of slavery, begin to create the golden calf,
symbolizing the worship of false gods — putting their own pleasures above God. It was
difficult for me to believe that the Hebrews would do this, after having experienced
God'’s goodness through the Exodus. As an adult | realize its message because | see it
in our own day and age. Do we put our needs and wants before God, even though we
have experienced His goodness? Do we make excuses for why we are not as holy as

we could be? Do sports, shopping, sleeping in, chores, social engagements, keep us
from going to church? Do we make excuses like, “I pray every day, that is all God
expects of me.” Or “I’m a good person, God knows I love Him.” As we consider what
resolutions we might take on for the 2026 year, consider how committed we are to
loving God. Itis not about “I know He loves me.” Itis about “How much do I love Him.”
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Solemnity of Mary

As Catholics, we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, as one of our holy days. Solemnities are
the highest rank of Liturgical celebrations. We remember in a special way, our Blessed
Mother because of her role in bringing the Baby Jesus into the world. Itis a dedicationto
Mary’s motherhood. Mary also provides for us an example of what it means to be
committed to our Lord and His ways. For that, we are grateful.



See The Difference? Neither do we.
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Pro-Life
Each year, our sixth graders participate in the Pro-Life Essay Contest sponsored by
Alternatives Laurel Highlands Pregnancy Support Center, located in Dunbar. We will
continue to teach our students that God is pro-life and hope that our students will one day
take a stand to end this horrific procedure of abortion. With the latest improvements in
technology, more and more people are realizing that these babies are truly human beings

and not just tissue cells.
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March for Life =
Each year we conduct our own March for Life, where students show their support for life in
all of its stages. While we do not teach kids about abortion, we do teach them that God is
the creator of all life and we need to appreciate all of His creations. Students will make
signs about God’s love and march in the gym for fifteen minutes, showing their support.
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Catholic Schools .
United in Faith and Community cathollc SChOOlS Week

While Catholic Schools Week begins on January 25th and continues through the 30™, our
students will be speaking at the Masses the weekend of January 17" and 18™. This is a big
week of celebrations which will require its own calendar of events. We will email this to you
later in the month. We hope you will join us where applicable and when possible. You are
part of our celebration, as YOU chose Catholic education for your children. Thank you.

Open House
Sunday, February 1%, at 1:00 p.m., we invite any new prospective families to come to the
school to see what Conn-Area Catholic School has to offer. If you know of anyone who
may be interested, please pass this information on to them. Itis very important that we
keep our enrollment healthy in order to sustain the great programs that we offer. We are
happy to send out an invite, if you provide us with their name and any contact information
you may have. Thankyou.
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Re-Registration for 2026-2027
We are very excited to welcome you back to another year at Conn-Area Catholic School.
Very soon, we will begin registration for the new schoolyear. We use the re-registration
process through FACTS Application and Enrollment. This process makes it very easy for
you to re-register every year, just by logging into a link, which will be sent to your email.
Once you log into that link, you can edit any changes directly on your account and hit
SUBMIT. Be sure to check for any changes or typos that you may have from the previous
year. We will open enrollment up to our current families first, possibly mid-January.
Registration for new students will open on February 1. This provides our current families
first opportunity of securing their spot. Details on the re-registration process will be sent
home and emailed in January.

Last Day of the Nine Weeks
Our last day of the second nine weeks is January 13. Report cards will be sent out through
document delivery the week of January 19. If you have not signed up for document delivery
yet, please let us know how we can help you.

Teacher In-Service Day
There will be no school on January 16", as the teachers will have an in-service day.

A\ ‘
fh Faal

LN
‘ o ¥ =~

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
In observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, we will not be in school on Monday, January 19.
Our students will learn about Dr. King and his efforts regarding civil rights. We pray that
there will come a day when people “...will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the
content of their character.”

Girls Volleyball
Girls Volleyball sign-ups will take place in January with practices beginning in February.
Please be on the lookout for the Invitation to Participate, coming through your emailin early
January.



Fire Prevention Essay Contest
Our fifth and sixth graders participate in the Firefighters’ Association Essay Contest each
year. Schools from Fayette County were invited to participate. We had four winners this
year. Mia Pirl, Owen Morgan, Selma Al-Fakih, and Adelyn Bell. They received their awards
at a banquet on December 6. We are very proud of them. We also thank Mrs. Kostley and
Mrs. Hustosky for their prep work in overseeing this project for our students.
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| School Store
On January 12", your child will come home with a lanyard containing some information
regarding School Store. They will ask you to register on-line and to invite family and friends
via email to check out their on-line store, which supports Conn-Area Catholic School by
shopping through their website. Their website has numerous businesses from where you
can shop, such as Wal-Mart, Old Navy, Sam’s Club, Best Buy, Verizon, JCPenney, just to
name a few of the more than 300 businesses. There is NO OBLIGATION to do this program.
Even if you send out the invites to family and friends and no one buys anything, your child
will still get the prize for this initial send-out. The reason we do this fundraiser is because it
provides you with businesses you probably already use and at the same time provides the
school with funds. Thank you for any support you give to the program, and no worries if you
cannot participate.
Thank You!
Thank you for all your donations to our Advent Giving Tree. So many wonderful baby items
were collected and will provide well for many disadvantaged young families, through the
Alternatives Laurel Highlands Pregnancy Support Center. God bless you.

On behalf of the Board of Trust Administrators, faculty and staff,
Iwishyoualla

Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Yeatr!
God Bless You and Your Family




