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STREAM Cathedrals

Our sixth-grade leadership team put on their creative hats at
a meeting this past summer to make our food drive into a
STREAM project. STREAM stands for science, technology, reli-
gion, engineering, art, and math. All these components are
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New Sidewalk

Through the graces of a Pennsylvania Safety Grant, along with the finances of a very kind donor, our school
was able to put in a new sidewalk to provide a safe path for our students from their vehicles to the school en-
trance. The project included removing the bushes that lined the front of the building, as they were also consid-
ered to be a safety issue. In addition to laying down a new sidewalk, bollards were also added along that same
pathway. The parking lot was resealed and relined, with a designated drop-off lane. Signs were also installed
to direct visitors of the process. Instead of students making their way through a parking lot to the entrance,

they now have a safe pathway. In addition to being safe, it looks great.

EITC

You may very well qualify to have
your Pennsylvania tax dollars be
given to Conn-Area Catholic School,
instead of to the government. This
makes paying taxes something to be
excited about. A minimum
contribution of $1,000.00 is
required to participate. The
business or individual receives
credits against Pennsylvania State
Taxes for 90% of that amount each
year. The school will receive 100%
of that donor’s contribution for
tuition assistance in the next school
year. The 10% may be claimed as a
charitable contribution. If you
would like to learn more, we would
be happy to set up a lunch meeting
or phone call with our diocesan EITC
representative, Mr. Bill Barnes.
Contact us for more details.

Chess Club

For more than twenty years, Conn-Area Catholic School has had its annual
Chess Tournament. Students in grades 4, 5, and 6 are invited to compete
against each other in a tournament held in the spring. Students’ levels of
expertise vary from novice to distinguished. It does not keep them from
participating in the event.

The moderator for this event since its inception has been Mr. Chris
Sparks. Every year, he has been there for us and we hope he continues
for as long as the program exists.

This year, the club has been meeting during “in-door” recess days to prac-
tice with each other. We are hoping the club grows to become bigger and
better. Chess is an excellent thinking game. More power to them.




Student Spotlight Winner

Introducing Kit Witt Hess, our 2025-2026
Student Spotlight winner. Kit is on the school’s
Leadership Team, a position he takes seriously.
He is quick to identify when his services are
needed. He takes charge of putting up the
school flag every morning and taking it down
after school.

Kit has been an altar server since third grade.
He serves nearly every Saturday Mass at
Immaculate Conception Church. He is also the
school’s cross-bearer for the school Masses.
Kit was a cub scout for five years where he
participated in service projects. He has been actively involved in sports
programs such as basketball, flag football, swimming, cross-country, and
soccer.

Kit is a part of the Diocesan Reading Club. He is an A-student and does well in
all aspects of academics. Kit volunteers to participate in whatever services are
needed. He was chosen to do a commercial for the school on WMBS and he
also spoke at his church to promote Catholic Schools Week. Kit is a member of
the Chess Club and this year has taken the lead to expand on this program. He
is kind to all his classmates and all his schoolmates. He is truly a star student.

Drone Program

New to our curriculum this year is our Drone Program. Students learn to
manipulate drones through a program called Blockly. Students are learning
basic programming skills and will eventually manage their drones through
obstacle courses in various scenarios, including search and rescue simulations.
As they progress, the program challenges students to navigate their drones
through courses while blindfolded, and advanced students can progress to
Python programming for higher level coding skills.

Early Morning Drop-Off and
Extended After-School Care

Conn-Area Catholic School offers
its families a service that is a
great support to working
families. Students can be
dropped off at the school as
early as 7:15 a.m. We also have
an after school program that
extends supervision as late as
6:00 p.m. On days of two-hour
delays, students can be dropped
off at 8:00 a.m. During these
non-school hours, students have
an opportunity to do homework,
do crafts, play games, and share
in snack time. For some, it also
satisfies ‘play dates’ with school-
mates. Whatever your needs, it
is always nice to know there is a
place that provides a safe
environment for the children and

convenience for their parents.




Dear Friends of Conn-Area Catholic School,

During our lifetime, we are called to many different roles. We are students, teachers, parents, co-workers,
disciplinarians, comedians, problem solvers, friends, confidantes...the list is endless. Each role carries with
it joys and struggles. We move from one stage of life into the next. Whatever we are faced with can affect
us in ways that make us stronger or it can bring us down. The challenges can elicit confidence and leader-
ship or anxiety and stress. We just never know what is to come and how we will handle it.

But when faith is a central part of our lives, we know we are not alone. It is the one constant that anchors
us to rejoice in the moment or to persevere. Think about the roles you are currently filling. Your roles are
touching the lives of the people around you because you are a person of faith. Just by the nature of your
connection to Jesus, you respond, as the Lord calls you to do. Those around you are also put there for a
reason, to respond to your needs. God provides through those around us.

I thank you for your support of our school. Your role as a benefactor means a great deal to the operations
of our school. Our mission is accomplished through the goodness of many people who, in various ways,
alleviate the struggles, the anxieties and stress, the concern for what lies ahead. Because of you, we are
financially sound. The goodness of your generosity comes from His providence. You answered His call

through your role as a disciple of Christ.

May God Bless You,

Mrs. Cecilia C. Solan, Principal

Sincere Appreciation to our Annual Appeal Donors as of December 31, 2025

$10,000 & Above
i i $500 to $999
Chris F. & Mary T. Fette Foundation 500 to 5999
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Delmar -
* PP
$1,000 to $9,999 In Memory of Mary ‘Minnie’ Baer

Mr. & Mrs. John Coleman
Mrs. Marian Freed -
*In Memory of the Gannon Family
Knights of Columbus - Council #948 -
*In Memory of the Deceased Members of the
Knights of Columbus
Mrs. Theresa Jaworski -
*In Memory of Philip Jaworski
Mr. Dennis Rendine

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Camele
Mr. & Mrs. John Cupps -
*In Honor of the CACS Faculty & Staff
Mr. & Mrs. Frederich Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Delmar
Mr. & Mrs. Edward R. Ermine -
*In Memory of Edward Ermine &
John and Camilla Kraynak
Dr. & Mrs. Francis Jacobyansky
Mr. & Mrs. David Kosslow
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Polito & Wells Fargo Matching Gift -
*In Honor of Judy Colvin
Mr. Michael Vivian



$100 to $499

Mrs. Patricia Allen
Ms. Lisa Andursky -

*In Memory of Joseph Goberni & Richard Forsythe

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Blackstone
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Casey -
*In Memory of Nancy DeCarpio
Mr. & Mrs. William Colvin
Mrs. Bonnie Cross -
*In Memory of James R. Cross
Mr. Herbert B. Duggan -
*In Memory of Alyssa Askin
Ms. Mary Kay Dunaway -
*In Memory of Frank & Marie Dunaway
Mrs. Judy Forsythe -
*In Memory of Mary ‘Minnie’ Baer
Ms. Jeanine Forsythe -
*In Memory of Mary ‘Minnie’ Baer
Ms. Karen Hechler
Immaculate Conception Holy Name Society
Mrs. Dolores laquinta -
*In Memory of Sam laquinta and
Tommy McGuinness
Mr. & Mrs. John Keffer
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kislan -
*In Memory of Wilbur & Ellen Lizza
Mr. & Mrs. David Kosslow -
*In Memory of Rose Kosisko & James Ebbert
Mr. David Lester
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lohr -
*In Memory of Richard P. Malone,
Dr. Richard P. Malone, Jr. & Shirley Eckman
Mr. & Mrs. John Maczko -
*In Memory of Victor & Louise Maczko and
Flay & Peggy Goodwin
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Mahokey
Mr. George McDermott -
*In Memory of Vivian McDermott
Mr. Arthur Mohall
Mr. David Mullaney
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Palko
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Ruper
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Sholtis -
*In Memory of Newell & Mary Hughes
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Soisson -
*In Memory of Cara Marie Soisson &
Jacqueline Soisson and James Petonic

Dr. & Mrs. Edward S. Spotts, Jr. -

*In Memory of Rosalie Pfrogner
Mrs. Pamela Tomasic -

*In Memory of Margaret Jane Martin,
William H. Martin and Marlene Scarry
Mr. Edward Wallace -

*In Memory of Shirley Wallace
Ms. Joy Wallace -

*In Memory of Shirley Wallace

Up to $99
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Baker -

*In Memory of Mary Omatick,
Joseph Augustine & James Ebbert
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Dalicandro
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Davin
Mr. & Mrs. Stanton Fogie -
*In Honor of Kristin Baker
Mr. & Mrs. David Gillott
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Helinsky -
*In Memory of Philip Jaworski
Ms. P. J. Hixson
Mrs. Patricia Mehallick -
*In Memory of Michael Mehallick
Mr. Anthony Natale -
*In Memory of Richard Forsythe
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Palko -
*In Memory of James Ebbert
Ms. Tami Stillwagon
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Soisson -
* In Memory of Cara Marie Soisson &
Jacqueline Soisson
Ms. Kathryn Walsh



Boys Basketball Team - Undefeated!
--- We did it! Went through the whole season undefeated. This group of
|

> L] | eight had an awesome season. Their teamwork was built on hard work
® and determination, bringing home the championship trophy for First
’_\ Place. Their coaches did a great job forming them into a team that not
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2 ' Chris, Matt, and Lindsi and to our Crusaders.

This year, our students competed in their
own Winter Olympics during their physical
education classes. They did bobsledding,
snowboarding, ski jumping, curling, speed
skating and so much more. We began the
events with Opening Ceremonies. Every
student carried a candle to light the torch,
while one student from each class carried
the flag of their assigned country. Everyday,
this torch shone brightly, until the conclu-
sion of the events. It was a great deal of fun
and exercise.

The Living Rosary
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Performing Arts

This year we celebrated our 20th year with our Performing Arts Club! It began back in 2006 by Ashley
Runyan, an 8th grader with a vision. Imagine how many children have been impacted by her initiative to
implement her idea! Actors, stage crew, directors, choreographers, costumers, scenery directors, parent
volunteers have come and gone, all having experienced what it means to be a part of something big. Thank
you to all who have had anything to do with our shows over these past twenty years. This year’s show, we
honored Mr. Bill Colvin with the Lifetime Achievement Award for being the one member who has been with
this show for all but the first year. Enjoy this year’s photos of Disney Beauty and the Beast, Jr.
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Conn-Area Catholic School

Conn-Area Catholic School ¢ Faith-filled Catholic Atmosphere—"Centered in Christ

613 East Crawford Avenue ¢ Ousandingifcacemics

Connellsville, PA 15425 ¢ Child Care Program: Before and After School

www.connareacatholic.org 4 Excellent One-to-One Technology (K - 6th grade)

Call for an appointment to visit the 4 Foreign Language Beginning in Preschool

school and to learn more about our . .
4 Safe & Secure Learning Environment

great program. Registration for the

2026-2027 school year has begun. ¢ Greenhouse/Aquaponics
Phone: 724-628-5090 ¢ Preschool through Sixth Grade
Fax: 724-628-1745

E-mail: csolan@connareacatholic.org ¢ Financial Literacy Program

4 Family Atmosphere
Like us on Facebook! & STREAM Education

4 Robotics Program

¢ Performing Arts Club

¢ Sports Programs

¢ Drone Program

Schedule a tour that will open
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CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Centered In Christ

Growing

FUTURE .

FAITH, EXCELLENCE
and LEADERSHIP

613 E. Crawford Avenue : e
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