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Last month, my mother was cleaning out a closet containing piled-up papers that had 
not been touched in decades.  While going through the paperwork, she came across a 
letter her sister had written to her about 50 years prior.  The letter tells of my aunt’s 
son (Philip) winning a poetry contest as a 6th grader.  The poem was included in the 
letter.  It read:   

Two little boys were playing one day, 
Out in the garden so fair, 

Running and hopping and jumping about, 
Enjoying the sunshine and air. 

Little did anyone watching them, 
Guess the part they would play, 

Jesus opening the gates of heaven, 
And John preparing the way. 

On that very day last month, when my mother found that poem, she got a call that 
Philip had a heart attack and passed away.  How incredible that my mother would 
come across the poem he wrote on the day he passes and that the meaning within the 
poem is about Jesus opening the gates of heaven!  What an amazing coincidence or is 
it?  You never know in what ways God is speaking to us.  I hope your Lenten journey has 
been filled with messages from God, with the greatest of these being that His love has 
opened the gates of Heaven for us.   
 

 



   Easter Break 

The students will begin their Easter break with an 11:15 early dismissal on Wednesday, 
April 1st and will return to school on Wednesday, April 8th.  Please take advantage of the 
many Holy Week services that will be going on during this time.  You can access the 
churches in your area through this link 
https://www.dioceseofgreensburg.org/parishes/parish-directory/ to check out their 
bulletins for details.  Your children have learned about the Triduum and will greatly benefit 
from attending services on Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and most definitely on Easter.   

   Re-Enrollment 

We appreciate your patience with our re-enrollment process.  Hopefully, you have been 
able to access your account and have successfully re-enrolled your child.  If not, please 
contact the office so that we can assist you in this process.   

IOWA Testing Week    

Students in grades third through sixth will be taking the standardized achievement tests 
during the week of April 20th through the 24th.  Please be sure to have your child receive a 
good night’s rest each night, as well as a good breakfast each morning.  We also ask that 
you avoid ‘scheduled’ doctor appointments.  Thank you. 

   Family Liturgy/Sixth Grade Graduation    

On Wednesday, April 29th at 6:30 p.m., all families are invited to attend a Mass at St. John 
the Evangelist Church across from Sheetz in Connellsville.  It is during this Mass that we 
will recognize our sixth graders, as they come to an end of their years with Conn-Area 
Catholic School.  We will also be recognizing Mrs. Kostley for 10 years of service and Mrs. 
Spotts and Mrs. Scarry for 20 years of service in our school.  Immediately following the 
Mass, we will head down to the social hall for refreshments.  This event counts as one of 
the five PTG meetings for the year.  We hope you will join us. 

https://www.dioceseofgreensburg.org/parishes/parish-directory/


   Benefactors’ Mass 

Our school could not exist without the goodness of our benefactors.  Each April, we show 
our appreciation by inviting them to a special Mass and a reception in their honor.  The 
Mass this year will be on April 17.  May God bless them. 

   Progress Reports 

April 27th marks the midway point for our final nine weeks.  If your child is not working to 
their potential, you will receive a progress report in the mail indicating the teacher’s 
concerns.  Please address these with your child, if you should happen to get any reports.   

Reading Competition    

On April 30th a group of our fifth and sixth graders will be competing in the Diocese of 
Greensburg’s Annual Reading Competition.  The students will be heading to Aquinas 
Academy for the event.  They have been working hard all year, reading books and meeting to 
discuss them.  We are very proud of our team for taking part in this program and thankful to 
Mrs. Gretz for preparing the students. 

   Marathon Day 

Marathon Day is a mandatory fundraiser that our school does each year.  It is a time for the 
children to run or walk around the track on the campus football field.  Each trip around 
gains them a punch on their card.  Kids compete for prizes.  Or if they are not into physical 
activity, they may do some resting throughout the day.  We encourage our families to join us 
for this day, but YOU MUST HAVE YOUR CLEARANCES TO ATTEND.  All clearances must 
be completed and on file with our office by April 27th.  Please check in with Mrs. 
Zimmermann if you are not sure if you are ‘good to go’.  We hope you will join us on May 1st.  
There is no rain date.  If it should rain, we create a track within the school.  For details closer 
to the event, please check for emails.  If we reach our goal of raising $10,000.00 our 
students will win an extra hour of recess on a beautiful weather day in May.   
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Crazy Hat Day    

As part of the kick-off for Marathon Day, we do a Crazy Hat Day.  Students are encouraged 
to create fun hats and they compete for prizes.  The students’ hats are judged by their 
classmates.  The assembly for this will be on Tuesday, April 28th at 1:30.  Please join us. 

   Golf Outing 

We are in need of sponsors for our golf outing, as well as golfers.  Do you know anyone who 
golfs?  Send them our way.  Our outing has been named the best by avid golfers who attend 
such events frequently.  We are also awarding a dress down pass to any student whose 
family donates a minimum of $10 to this event, whether through a sponsorship, a golfer, or 
just a $10 donation.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  Enclosed you will find the 
brochure with all the details for this June 7th event.   

Incubating Eggs    

Each year our students in the upper science classes learn about incubating chick eggs.  
The eggs will be arriving on April 14th with a hatch date of May 5th.  This is such a fun 
experience for the kids.  Thank you to Mrs. Kostley for organizing this program. 

   Studentreasures 

Hopefully by now you have placed your order for your child’s Studentreasure book.  Each 
year the students in grades kindergarten through 6th grade create a book to showcase their 
writing skills and to have a nice keepsake to look back on when they are older.  If you have 
not yet ordered your book, please let your child’s ELA teacher know that you are interested 
in doing so.  

Administrative Professional Day   

On April 22nd, please join me in wishing sincere gratitude to Mrs. Baker and Mrs. 
Zimmermann for all the work they do to keep the office running smoothly.  We are truly 
blessed to have these two women working for Conn-Area Catholic School.  They work hard 



and have their hands in every event and the day-to-day happenings that come up each day.  
It is because of the kids that they do what they do, and it is because of them that make our 
school a great place to be.     

   Fine Arts Fest    

Our Fine Arts Fest will be held on Wednesday, May 13.  An art exhibit will occur in the 
hallway of the school.  Guests are welcome to move around the hallway and into the 
classrooms to see the artwork beginning at 5:00 p.m.  At 5:45 p.m., all guests are asked to 
move to the gymnasium for our 6:00 p.m. music program.  Preschool through sixth grade 
are involved.  It will be a true celebration of God’s gifts unwrapped by His precious children.  
Don’t miss it! 

   Cellurale Orders 

If you plan to purchase flowers/plants or hanging baskets from the Cellurale sale, the 
orders are due on April 8.  Coupons for your orders will be sent home in your May monthly 
packet which are redeemable from May 1st through the 17th.   

Volleyball Season     

This year we have two JV volleyball teams.  Their games have begun and they are loving it.  
Thank you to our coaches, Brooke Allen and Ashley Staffieri.  They are doing a wonderful 
job. 

On behalf of the faculty, staff, and our priests,  

have a blessed Holy Week and a Happy Easter Season! 

 

 


